WINE CLUB NEWSLETTER
AUGUST - 2020

Hello Winos
We hope this newsletter finds you and yours safe and
healthy, particularly during these uncharted times.
We’ve been shut down, ordered to curbside delivery
only, reopened but with a “meal requirement,”
then closed again for outside tasting and only by
appointment. We’re rolling with the punches and I
am happy to say we’ve been able to ensure that our
esteemed club members can enjoy a glass of delicious
Armida wine wherever and whenever you wish. We
have packed and shipped wines to your homes this last
six months like never before. From the bottom of our
hearts, thank you for your support - we sure are feeling
the love. We’ve beautiful wines for you this month. Brandon will tell you all about our new release in his notes.
Speaking of Brandon – we congratulate Brandon on his ten year anniversary as our Winemaker! Steve
and I have so enjoyed our journey with him. I remember the first day of harvest in 2010 when I went down
to the crush pad and admired a then very young man, with his broad smile brimming with enthusiasm.
He dove right in and hasn’t stopped since. Brandon has not only improved all of our wines along the way,
he has enhanced many other aspects of our business with his dogged temperament and work ethic. He has
never missed a winery event from Barrel Tasting, to Passport, and every wine club party. He is a highly
respected ambassador for our industry and was just voted Vice President for the Board of ZAP ( Zinfandel
Advocates and Producers). Here’s some fun Brandon Factoids. During his tenure he’s crushed 1,800 tons
of fruit. He has bottled 127,000 cases which is an incredible 1.5 million bottles! Along the way he has
achieved numerous 90+ Scores in Robert Parker Wine Advocate, Wine Spectator, and Wine Enthusiast. He
also has received too many Gold Medals in competitions to list. Not to mention he is a pretty good salesman
too. He knows how to ring the bell! So let’s all raise a glass to Brandon and enjoy his company and wines
for many years to come. CONGRATS B-Man!
Steve, Cyndi, Susan and I just reviewed the plans for replacing the large deck that burned down. We love
the plans and are excited to get the project underway! We hired Jarrod Bauman from San Francisco for
the design. You should Google him (www.zeterre.com) and check out some of his projects. He’s a long time
Armida wine club member and is passionate about our property. I am not going to share much more right
now because I want the new venue to be a big surprise!
Wino’s, again we sincerely hope you’re well and pray for the day we can again share a glass of wine with you
at the winery, sans mask. We also want to thank our small but elite team of employees, who cheerfully come
to work every day with masks on, making sure that the winery is sanitized for our members and guests.
Sincerely,
Bruce

Featured Wines

2017 Domus Alba White Wine
Yellow grapefruit and warmed honey, mix with aromas of Jasmine and Key
Lime Pie. Soft and fleshy on the entry gives way to a great textured mouthfeel
across the palate. Flavors of guava and honeysuckle are balanced out by
a racy core of citrus fruits. The wine finishes with lemon marmalade on
buttered toast flavor that opens up to reveal the true texture and minerality
of this white blend.

2017 Parmelee-Hill Vineyard Zinfandel
Cranberry and strawberry cobbler aromas exude as the wine is swirled. As the
wine opens, more savory characteristics of rosemary and black pepper reveal
themselves. The entry is luscious and complex, with flavors of fresh raspberries
and plums intertwining with the sweet vanillin and molasses from the barrel
influence. The bright juicy acidity, a hallmark of Parmelee-Hill Vineyard,
balances the sweetness of oak influence and sandy texture.

96
PTS
PRESS DEMOCRAT

2017 Gap’s Crown Vineyard Pinot Noir

JULY 2020

Fresh-picked raspberries and cherry-spearmint soda aromas waft from the
glass. Contemplative nuances in the nose of cran-apple and orange rind.
Fresh and textural on the entry, spiced fruit flavors and toasted pastries tease
and excite the palate. Strawberry and cranberry flavors mix in a complex
balance of acidity and fruit flavors (structure). The unusually long finish
reveals different layers of flavors couched in sweet oak.

Behind the Cellar Door
Hello Friends,
Harvest approaches and I’m very optimistic about
the quality of fruit hanging on the vines. We had
an early spring bud break due to a drier than
normal winter, and since then the weather has been
incredibly mild. We’ve had a few heat waves, yet all
in all our weather has been optimal. If this weather
holds up (eg. No early rains) the 2020 fruit will be
stellar!
I want to talk to you about a new wine that we first
made in 2016. “Domus Alba” is a white wine blend
of Sauvignon Blanc and Semillon. Domus Alba (or
White Dome) pays homage to the three geodesic
domes at our winery. The idea originated from Bruce
and Steve’s love of Bordeaux whites comprised of
the same varietals. In our Russian River Sauvignon
Blanc vineyard we set aside some rows for Domus
Alba. We then had to find a vineyard source for
premium Semillon, no easy task! In 2017 the
treasure hunt led me to a pristine block of Semillon in the beautiful eastern hills of Napa Valley.
In 2017, the Sauvignon Blanc and Semillon were picked about three weeks apart. Both loads of grapes were
whole-cluster pressed and fermented (much like a Chardonnay) in French oak barrels, but with no malo-lactic
fermentation. Markedly different than our regular bottling of Estate Sauvignon Blanc, we aged the Domus
Alba in barrels for 18 months before bottling. After the first eight months of aging, I took samples of both the
Sauvignon Blanc and Semillon and tasted blends with differing percentages of each varietal. The 2017 Domus
Alba ended up being a unified blend at 50% Sauvignon Blanc and 50% Semillon. This completed blend was
then put into carefully selected barrels
for another 10 months. As part of the
fun with this new wine we experimented
with a rare type of oak, Acacia Oak, from
France. These barrels added a more
savory flavor component to the wine
which integrated seamlessly.
The Domus Alba is a bright, yet rich
wine often appealing to white wine
drinkers AND red wine drinkers. The
extended barrel aging and richness of the
Semillon provide a flavor profile similar
to a Chardonnay, while the fruitiness
and acidity of Sauvignon Blanc give the
wine balance that will please any white
wine drinker who prefers fresher whites.
I like to pull out the Domus Alba from
the refrigerator about 20 minutes before
I’m ready to drink it. As the wine warms
up, more layers of aromas and flavors
express themselves. I love to pair this
wine with everything from simple
Lemon Chicken to Seared Scallops. The
lushness of the wine matches well with
rich foods like Crab and Lobster while
the structure and acidity of the wine
cleanses the palate for the next bite.
I hope that you enjoy the 2017 Domus Alba. Please reach out to me and let me know what food pairing you
decided to accompany the Domus Alba.
Thank you to all of our Members that I’ve had the chance to talk to during these times. Your support has
been incredible and is much appreciated.
I wish you all well and I know that you’re wishing me a great harvest in 2020!!
Winemaker Brandon Lapides
brandon@armida.com

THE RESULTS ARE IN...

Check Out Our Ratings!

2019 Armida
Sauvignon Blanc

92
PTS
Gold Medal

2018 Armida
Zinfandel

Russian River Valley, Estate Grown
*Award: Gold Medal
2017 Maple Vineyards
Zinfandel

94
PTS
Gold Medal

Dry Creek Valley, Single Vineyard
*Award: Gold Medal

2017 Il Campo
Estate Field Blend

91
PTS
Gold Medal

91
PTS
Gold Medal

Dry Creek Valley
*Award: Gold Medal
2017 Gap’s Crown Vineyard
Pinot Noir

96
PTS
Double Gold
Medal

Sonoma Coast, Single Vineyard
*Award: Double Gold Medal

2017 Castelli-Knight Ranch
Red Wine Blend

Silver
Medal

Russian River Valley, Single Vineyard
*Award: Silver Medal

Dry Creek Valley, Estate Grown
*Award: Gold Medal

* Gold medal winners where published in the July 22nd edition of Sonoma Feast in The Press Democrat *

Flying Around Our Estate
Click the video for a flyby of our Dry Creek Valley Estate Property.

Events at Armida
Save the date to these important events. Call or email the winery for any updates to the events.

OCT
17

2020 Harvest Party
Join family and friends at Arimda Winery for one of the best harvest parties in the county.
More Details to follow!

Who doesn’t like having FUN?
A few photos from our past and present. One thing for sure, No matter what year it is...We know how to have a
good time!

follow us

2201 Westside Rd.
Healdsburg, CA 95448
T: (707) 433-2222
E: info@armida.com
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