2018 ITALO’S VINEYARD ZINFANDEL
APPELLATION Alexander Valley Sonoma County | BLEND 95% Zinfandel 5% Petite Sirah
ALCOHOL: 14.2% | TA: 7.1 g/L | pH: 3.47 | RS: (Dry) | CASES: 145 | $48 Retail

ORIGIN
- In 1937 Gino and Italo Sbragia planted this 5-acre vineyard on an eastern-facing slope with
deep draining soils.
- Straddling the border of Dry Creek Valley at Lytton Springs Road on the south-western
edge of Alexander Valley.
- The combination of old world farming techniques and ideal site allows the vineyard to fully
express the distinctiveness and potential of old-vine Sonoma County Zinfandel.
MAKE
- Hand harvested early in the morning before being carefully sorted, the grapes were
destemmed and gently transferred to a small open-top tank.
- The must was then cold soaked for five days before the onset of fermentation. Twice daily
for the next 15 days the wine was stirred with the skins to ext ract color, flavors, tannins
and texture (mouthfeel) from the grapes.
- Once fermentation was complete only the free-run wine was drained to a separate tank
before being transferred into a mix of French and Hungarian oak barrels.
MAPLE VINEYARDS
LOCATED AT THE
CORNER OF DRY
CREEK RD AND
LYTTON SPRINGS RD

- The barrels were racked once in springtime and allowed to continue aging for 16 months
before bottling.
TASTE
- Medium to full-bodied - the 5% of Petite Sirah inter-planted amongst the Zinfandel adds
structure, spice and texture.
- A strong aroma of strawberry pie accompanies subtler ones of cinnamon, clove and vanillin.
- Blackberry and fresh cherry flavors mingle on the mid-palate. M ore spices become
apparent as the wine opens, with sarsaparilla and peppercorn nuances.
- The finish is finely textured - a beautiful balancing act of frui t and savory flavors.
- Drink now and for the next seven years.

“Italo’s Vineyard symbolizes the stubbornness and determination of the early settlers of Alexander and
Dry Creek Valleys. This vineyard was planted in 1937 only 4 years after the repeal of Prohibition. After
a 13 year “dry” period in our country during which about 75% of the vineyards were replaced by other
crops, the Sbragia Family dug shovels back in the dirt and replanted their vineyards. It’s the drive and
courage of families like the Sbragia’s that were crucial to the wine industry’s post-Prohibition recovery.
I’m deeply grateful to those before me that brought the industry back to the prominence it once held.”
– Winemaker Brandon Lapides
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